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Effective searching techniques can help you whether you are using
library catalogs, periodical databases, or the internet.

Why?

[ ] 2. Savetime

L] 1. Get better results

There are some common concepts that will help you: (1) Get better

results and (2) Save Time.

your source

MATC LIBRARIES

library.matcmadison.edu

Navigation bar

Animation

Introduction Slide: Hi, I'm Donna, one of your MATC Librarians. In this
short HOWLER module, let's look at some ways to search effectively.

As we get started, notice the handy navigation bar at the bottom of the
screen which you can use to pause, rewind, or view closed captioning.

How?

|Searching Strategies:

Keyword and Subject
Boolean
Limiters

Publication
Advanced Options

In this unit, let's briefly explore some of the search strategies that can
be helpful particularly when you are looking for specific information for a
research assignment or paper.

Keyword search:

Search Libraries Shelves

{keywords anywhere ¥/ wolves | [ submit

Keyword searches are the most common- and are a good way to get
started. Keyword searching allows you to enter any word or string of
words.
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.
Keyword sea rCh " 1. Wolf Reintroduction Does Not Threaten Ranchers' Livelihoods. Andre
Carathers.
Opposing Viewpoints: Endangered Species. Ed. Helen Cothran. San
#10 599.74442 U Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2001
view| Yellowst When, according to Andre Carothers, were most wolves eradicated
Urbiglt, Cat. in Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming? According to the author, how

a chronicle of the animal, the people, and the politics

Eullmn| Asout tns Publiestion

2. Wolf Reintroduction Threatens Ranchers” Livelihoods. Tom McDonnell

. Opposing Viewpoints: Endangered Species. Ed. Helen Cothran. San
#6 O ?_:S-E:;ZHANDZ} . Diega: Greenhaven Press, 2001
view A:] \h:L \%{Smn-ﬂl;;’ war extinction. Canadian biologists estimate there are between 45,000
old, \ 51-

and 60,000 wolves in Canada. Over two thousand gray wolves are
found within the continental United States and another 7,000-10,000
aray wolves are found in Alaska. The

Eulltex| About this Pu

and most library catalogs, databases or search engines will search for ... in citations, abstracts (short summaries of the text), and full text if
all occurrences of the word(s)... available.

alaska
Landscape Use and Movements of io/ves h Relation to Livestock in a Widiand-

Agriculture Matrix. 521
By: Chavez, Andreas S.; Gese, Eric M.. Journal of Wildlife Management, Aug2006, Vol. 70

-
Searching: Academic Search Complete : Choose Databases »
. =
b~ number of wolves in wisconsin compared to wyoming and

5 Resuits for: number of wolves in wisconsin compared to wjj

Note: Your nitial search query did not yield any resuits.

@ TELEVISION PRODUCERS IN LONDON. &=

Searching: Academic Search Complete | Choase Databases >
# By: Gornostaeva, Galina. Geographical Review, Jan2009, Vol. 99 Issue 1, p37-60, 24p, 1 graph)

i THE |WOI VESAND LAMBS OF THE CREATIVE CITY: THE SUSTAINABILITY OF FILM AND

wolves and population

Performance. cognition. and physiological responding in test anxiety.
Holroyd, Kenneth A.; Westbrook, Teresal iichael; Badharn, Ellen;

However, the results might not always be exactly what you were Also, keep in mind, that generally, the more words you enter, the fewer
expecting. results are returned. So, you may want to start with a few relevant
keywords, see what results you get, and then revise your search

accordingly. Let's look at some other techniques that may be even
more useful.

. Search the Library Catalog
Subject search: _
Search Libraries Shelves L
3
Lsubiect i [wolves Browsing: History Reference Center — Subjects
599.773 F968
Wolves of the world
Fuller, T. K.

© Alphabetical O Relevancy Ranked

'3 C692

Vicious : wolves and men in America - ﬂmﬂ
Coleman, Jon T, 1970-
333.959773 N665

Beyond wolves - the politics of wolf recovery and management

Nie, Martin A Al Collections v
333.959773 T431 Read Search Tips <o |
Keepers of the wolves - the carly years of wolf recovery in Wisconsin

Thicl, Richard P

599.773 W869

The wolves of Minnesota : howl in the heartland
Mech, L. David.

Subject searching uses a set of standard terms to describe books or Subject and Keyword search options are available in library catalogs
articles. It is a more specific search than keyword searching. and most library databases.
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Subdivisions of {Wolves
Related Subjects for {Wolves

Subject Terms Cross References
. = - Subject Terms
Subject Terms nalysis Subject Headings
"Waolves™ A
Behavior Suggested Topics
Naro ol Sroader ioated Care and Treatment
Cases Narrow Results by
¥ Subject
Control
WOLVES Suggested Topics Aout
Crimes Against
UNITED States Wolves

Death of q p E

eath of I an:vag:zgsnsan :ved’ietxlmc:i Ekmis o
ERRARLERLUSDRCES | ves elionwstone National Park (Incatinr

Demographic Aspects Red Wolf
151-5- Fish & Wildlife \Wolves AND Wildiife =

Diseases =i

WILDLIFE reintroduction Werewolves
Environmental Aspects -

Relats

ANIMAL populations
Environmental Policy

Wolf Hunting

Related Subleds

Subject terms can also help you narrow or broaden a search, or find

related terms. Cross References, Subject Headings, and Suggested Topics can lead

you to other useful subject terms related to your topic.

MATC Library catalog record Which type of searching is the most specific and can be
59974442 P61 used in most library databases?
k 7 —
The wolves of Yellowstone / Michael K. Phillips and Douglas W. Smith ; photographs by ‘
‘Phillips, Michael K., 1958- . Incorrect - Click to continue!
+ subject search
Personal author: Phillips, Michael K., 1958-

Publication info: Stillwater, MNN : Voyageur Press, c1996.

Fhysical description: 125 p. : ill. (some col) ; 29 cm. keyword sea rCh Flease try again
Bibliography note: Includes bibliographical references @p. 125) and index.
Held by: TRUAX

g X : Continue
on. llowstone National Park

Ives-Yellowstone National Par

B |;
‘Title: The wolves of Yellowstone / Michael K. Phillips and Douglas W. Sm H Correct- Click the
John D. Varley. I'ObOtIC SearCh continue button again!

rial works.

Review Area
ildlife reintroduction--Yellowstone National Park Pictorial works. (290 % 77) Back

Subject: Yellowstone National Park (4:30; ¥:263)

Subject: Yellowstone National Park Pictorial works

Personal author: Smith, Douglas W.

You might start with a keyword search, look for these clues to Here's a quick review question: Which type of searching is the most

appropriate subject terms, and then search again using a subject specific and can be used in most library databases? Click the radio

search. button of the correct answer. subject search, robotic search, or keyword
search.

Boolean searching: AND
AND @

OR

NOT

Boolean searching uses the terms "AND", "OR", and "NOT" to modify a The term "AND" narrows a search and may often be the most useful.
search
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AND

es

and || [wisconsin

Wisconsin

hetps fldnn;wisconfin.gow

Bevond Recovery: Wisconsin’s WolfPolcy 1980-2008. 521

Animation
By: TREVES, ADRIAN. Human Dimensions of Wildlife, Sep/Oct2008,

(73%73)
507
wolves full-text vezan) -
New neighbors in southern Wisconsin: bears, wolves
By: Seely, Ron. Wisconsin State Journal, The (Madison, W), 05/10/2009

wisconsin fultext 0 [AND. %

For example, "wolves AND Wisconsin" tells the database to search for
items that contain both of these words. This helps focus your search on

materials relating only to wolves in Wisconsin. Some search engines
assume the word "AND" between terms.

The term "Or" broadens a search. For example, the search "wolves OR
Wisconsin" would look for all documents containing either one or both
of those terms. Search results might include items about wolves in
Texas or farming in Wisconsin.

NOT

Example: Compare the number of results obtained
by rolling your mouse over these sample keyword

searches: ,
wolves And wisconsin 37 ]

wolves wolves Or wisconsin 51,884
_— wolves Not wisconsin 3,792
o8 :

The term "NOT" excludes a word from a search and is used less
frequently. So "wolves NOT Wisconsin would look for items containing
the term "wolves" but not containing the term "Wisconsin".

Compare the number of results obtained by moving your mouse over
these sample searches.

Question
Which of the following Boolean Operators tells the P . T
database it has to have both words in the document, Limiters:
so it helps make your search more focused? [IFul Text
[JReferences Available
S(Zf’!;r‘\: (Peer Reviewed)

Incorrect - The correct choice is "And". Clickto

Fiter by Publication Date:
continue!

1937 2009
Not
Correct - Click the 1937 2009,
Or continue button! Update Results
- And

«Search Options ¥ Options set
Focus Continue

Review Area
(200 77)

(:20; ¥:380) Back

Review Question : Which of the following boolean operators tells the Ma;ny de;;at;aseshll?rary c?tatlr?gs, ar:jq search englrr\]esEhave Il'm'teer;
database it has to have both words in the document, so it helps make opuons tha car.1 €Ip you turther mo ify your search. Examples o

your search more focused? Click the radio button of the correct answer. limiters |nc|_ude. full text availability, date, publication type and scholarly
not. or. and. focus or peer-reviewed sources.
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. Document Type  FTRNBEMIBEINNN ~
Limiters binc
Bibliography -

Publication Type  [Feiodcal
Newspaper

~
Book
Primary Source Documert ¥/

Language
Dutch
Engish
French

[viewpountﬂ[ Reference][MayaimEs] Academ\c] News| Statistics | | Multimedia
Joumals | |

Yo_ur choice of limiters will vary depending on the database you are Click the limiter in this database which will return only results that are
using. available as full text.

Publication search options can be very useful, especially if you are

You can browse issues or search within a publication. To browse: click
looking for a particular newspaper, magazine or journal title.

the issue you're interested in to review the list of articles included from
that issue. Or search within the publication for a particular topic.

True/False. Publication searching in library databases can make it f;dlv?nlced Search options are actually often very easy to use and
easier to find a specific back issue of a recommended journal. elptul.
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